[ MUSIC MACHINE PROGRAMMING

Background Music Co. Sells
Its Customers Atmosphere’

By NICK BIROY

CHIC AT Through ihe
vears, ¢oin machine operalon
have turmed more and more o
varmsus forms of diversalscabion
o expand rheir base of opera.
tion. Perkaps the two most pop
wlar meoves i this dare w1 have
e 1T T |
vifaling T T
the Coim machine operalon s
traditicnal pattern of dosng buai-
pess. In am ellfon 1o bring new

light on ome of ikese—hback-
ground  music— Billboard  pre-
semis BEre A case shudv of ome
of the nation's keading  mani-
facturers of this type of equip-
ment.  The look ino Tape
Athon™s Jdoors conluins nof just
a sty of the Tiem insell, Bl a
detasled analysas of bhack ground
mise—how, why amd whai
miakes o click

vou were o ask George An-
thony, president of Tape-Athan
Corporation, what his lirm pro
duces and sclls, he would el
yoql simply ‘mimemphere.” Al-
Ih-ﬂll_{h ihe |.|"|l|.' Athon organi-
ratscn is one of the largess hack
[ | musac companies, it pre
fers 1o describe M product in
sich off-beal ferma becawise. as
Anthony puts it, “background
maric fosday  usd mn’t what Qe
should be. Some of 1he aosimds

backgr

Halh seem

INGLEWOOD, Calil I

AUDIO EMGINEER JIM JERRARD records o master tape for the Tope-Athon
ibrary from one of the mony new numbers the firm receives from music
publishers all aver the world

THE DUFLICATING ROOM where 10 custom-
built Ampex duplicoters hondle the high vol-
ume of toped progroms sent to thewands of
cwstomers threughout the world.

AMOTHER MASTER TAPE |3 odded to the mu-
sic ibrary. Tope-Athon hos one of the largest
such callections in the werld and is continually
increoting ity scope and size.

now being used or sold for
hackground purpose woild be
betier off attenuated a couple
humilred dba™
Only 10 years ofd, Tape-
Athon has grown today 1o one
of the most respecied pames in
ihe musc imiaess, The efuip-
menl if now prmnlﬂ M OA SETICR
of  prodesacnal-type  recl-to-reel
lape iranyports and the mose

that's used with them. Engi-
meered for the “long haul™ m-
stallation, these tape [LET T

are rugged right down o the
mame-plares. Realizing that in
many cases the machine will bhe
located on the ultimate custom-
ers premeses, their  designers
have made it aa (illv avtosmabic
and as durable as maierials an<
processes wll allow,

The firm deplovs ks sysbems
through a mumber of matiomal
reps and from these to sewveral
handred detnibutors and dealers
The music end of the busineis
isell has grown so large that i
must now  be operated as a
separale ently, '|.|||.|,--ﬁ|hq.||-| Au-
sic, Imc, This firm is equipped
wilh one of the largest and miost
costly tape duplcating facilitees
on ihe West Coasl.

Tape-Athon. as ithe name im-
plies, provides mumsic on tape
For backgrounsd play, but il goes
e & 1ealy sesenlilee dlady 1o
seleci qusi whai mesic 5 esed
The company™s philosophy is 10
provide background music on a
custom Bass—ach aser redeoiv-
ing a spocale program for hes
establishment. What this bhoils
down 10 s Tape-Athon's well-
founded beliel that no two busi-
newgs nood exactly the same
kimd of background. Here wre
et & few of Hhe Sominderations
made when selecting masac for
& particular bossation

(a) Type (deparnment siore,
meiel, cocliind |41-||n|::'_ ebc.)

(b} Gieorgraphical area.

ie) Ethni origin of custom-
ere

idh Time of day il-[ltllliul".

el Image desired

What evolves from all this
sty B8 a program for an
establonhment Ihl_r provedies am
almoaphere. Jdeidgned 10 in-
Muence ihe patrons by attraciing
or retaining them. Ths “cor-
rect”  almosphere has  been
showt 10 BE many DIMes e
effective  than  run=oi-themall
hackground music. Al the same
time, the Tape-Athos ofganiza-
tsoan i able 1o proshuce these pro-
grams and tape plavers and sell
through  distributors and  deal-

ery al pndes Compelibng B0
ofher seurces.

The process of developing
thewe programs lo meet  the

firm's requirements s bengihy,
as can be imagmed. The music
osrictly imstrumental since wo-
cals fend b0 make the patros
“Iaten” This i okjectionable

A e T L, W

for true background stmosphere
Sowrces for musical mismbers
are inbermational, nccessilating
frequent trips 1o foreign music
ceplers. mosd notably, Europe

Literally thousands of musscal
mumbers and arrangemends are
auditioned  annually st Tape-
Athon's facility im Inglewond
Only 10 per cent of the
total musac submatied s finally
sclected for wse i the variows
programs. And what music the
firm can't fend already recorded,
it willl procure by having original
recordings made. All muse i
thoroughly studied by Tape-
Athon's three-man  auditicning
saff, represending over 106
years of aggrepate mamical ex-
penence. Umce a number has
heen approved by the sudition-
mg dall, 1 B recorded on &
special masier tape and becomes
part of the firm's library.” Az-
fually, three masters are made
simultancously: one dual track
duplicating the original, a sec-
ond identscal bo 1 first for

andby or safety, and a third
four-irack for stereo. These
original tapes are kept onm
individual reels, cataloged, and
dofed A a4 controlled-atmos-
phere room. This catal -:ufmg:{rp—
eration itsell is extremely com-
prebensive,  prowiding coded
data on every aspect of the mu-
sic, simplifving selections for
program matching

The next step m produding a
salable “aimosphere” i 10 Com-
hine 200 to S00 such recordings
ino a single, continuous
gram. Here is where the btech-
nbques of psvehology as well as
musical kmowledge are prime
qualifications for ediing. The
s w o rastermmandy o fuame-
tion i1 Max Urban, well-known
composer, anmanger, and con-
ductor, Urban must not oaly -
lect the proper numbers but
must sequense them in the most
deurable andd  efficsent  arder,
provide proper breaks between
them, Lime the cnlife program,
and compensate for variations
i amplingde so 1he fimished
work has a constant  volwmse
level.

Using this program masier
as am original recording, the
firm then produces OBt or mose
dusplicates. as required. in s
extensive  and well--aqun]upﬂi
duplicating depariment. Al
cordings are made on  l.mil
mvlar for truest reproduction
ard maximum Jdurabality

Thus, the Cushofmer receives

a taped program thal i not only
unibgue but one designed to fie
his business like a ghove, Tt i
intended to realistically reduce
emploves absentesism, Improve
production, alifsd! new Cusiom-
ers, pul patrons in buying mood,
ar do whatever the occasien
demands. Usually, 1his music is

W mntinsed oa page 500

Revcent
STEREC RELEASES
for Music Operators

M SEEBURG LITTLE LP's

Pop Vocal

THE BEATLES—The Beatles’ Second Album. . Capitol
THE IMPRESSIOMNS—The Mever Ending

Impressions .. .....
Pop Instrumental

...... ABC-Paromount

Li

MAESTRO MAX URBAM in Tape-Athen's mas-
ter cantrol room checks the quality and dura-

42

OPERATORS AT TAPE-ATHOM monually check
condition of returned topes prior ta re-recard-
tion of 5 musical selection te become part of ing.
o finished program.

“BIG" TINY LITTLE=Honky Tonk Hootenanny . .Caral
LEOM MecAULIFF—The Doncin‘est Band

Around . FrtaTeaa Gl
K ieE Bt BeE pettes :I:I"'.. tiaren vinples  parksgmed er TR elke e
Oreaid pallagen or recerd ik i e of Wl N
suipmay e foin Boa m-.—. [HL = I;ﬂ A famed, New Teel, W T, DOO0A
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